
Well, here we all are, at the end of our first full year following the pandemic. A year of highs and lows, tears and 
laughter, challenges and obstacles, Covid and heatwaves. As I set off for the summer break, I feel a great sense of 
pride—I am truly blessed to work with the most incredible people, both young and old.  

 

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to some of those people today—our Year 6 and a sprin-
kling of other children leave us to move onto new schools; without exception, they are 
kind and generous people who I know will shine brightly in their new schools and achieve 
wonderful things. We also say goodbye to Mrs Steed—there isn’t enough room on this 
page to express how much we all love her and appreciate her dedicated service to our 
school, so I won’t even try, except to say, Dawn you will be so greatly missed! We all wish 
you well as you move into the next chapter of your lives—whilst there may be some sad-

ness and anxiety about the changes coming up, we pray that you will be filled with the strength and confidence to 
face any challenges that come your way. 

We’ve had a wonderful week—water fights, leaver’s service, ice cream van, and last night’s Proms—looking out 
across the field and seeing all of you was my highlight of the year. We are nothing without all of you and your 
support and friendship—thank you all so much. All of the staff  and I are so grateful for your kind words, gifts, 
cards and emails—we do this job because we love children and want to make a difference, and we are rewarded 
well every day by sharing in their achievements, we never expect anything further so accept all your encourage-
ments is so very much appreciated.  

I wish all of you the happiest, most peaceful summer break, may you find some calm and respite following the 
busyness of the year! 

Much love, 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
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End of Year Report - Pupil Governors 

 

Thank you for all of the support this year. From the bake sale to our school fair you have helped raise 
money for important charities, such as Make-A-Wish and Young Minds, and the school at the same time. 
We have all been hit by Covid-19 but we have all carried on to make this school more enjoyable than it 
already is. We have listened to the school community and their ideas, which helped us to create an ac-
tion plan. We are proud that we have achieved some of these this year. Thanks to the children in our 
school community for their wonderful ideas. We hope you all have a wonderful summer, and we look 
forward to supporting the new Pupil Governors in September.  

 

Mohammad (Chairperson), Wenxi (Vice Chairperson) and the Pupil Governors 

Children return to school on Monday, 5th September 



Sunflower Diaries competition for Biddenham Village Show  

(at St James VA School on Sunday 11th September 2022) 

 

 

After two years of covid restrictions Biddenham Village Show is back for September 11th 
2022!  This is a village show that has been running since around 1865, so there is a lot of 
history, and it needs everyone’s support to keep it going! 

 

There will be a series of competitions posted throughout the next half term for all age groups of children to en-
ter.  The first competition is for everyone! 

 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION! 

Competition rules; 

 

1. Plant your sunflower seed (ideally now!) 

2. Photograph the milestones of your sunflower growing 

3. Add a few words to your photographs to explain what is happening, where it is growing (your house, grand-
parents’ house, school etc…) and how high it is reaching. 

4. Height measurement is from the base of the stem at soil level to the top of the stem (where the stem meets 
the flower). The stem can be extended to measure the full height of the plant. 

Width measurement is the diameter of the seed head over the top of the flower (excluding the petals). 

 

If you would like to email your progress, please ask your parent/carer to email the address below and we will 
post your updates on the Biddenham show website http://www.biddenhamshow.org/. 

 

By 1st September, measure your sunflower height and seed head width by taking a photo with a tape measure 
by the side (a person may be in the photo holding the measure). 

 (photographs will appear on the website and at the Show, so by emailing you are giving us permission to 
use your photograph) 

 

Please don’t forget to include your school year (or state over 19 if an adult), your name and address in your entry. 

 

Post your diary (if you kept one) and final photographs to biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com by 1st September. 

 

8. Show judges will visit the top 3 entries in each category to verify their measurements, before the results are 

revealed on 11th September at the Show! 

http://www.biddenhamshow.org/
mailto:biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com


Biddenham Show Summer Challenge for Years 5 and 6 

http://www.biddenhamshow.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hydroponics in a 2-Liter Soda Bottle – STEM activity. - YouTube  

http://www.biddenhamshow.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87A06gzcZZ0

