
It was so good to see you all at our Sports Day on Friday—after the past two years, it just felt so good to be a 
school family again and we were delighted that so many of you could come along. A special day indeed.  

As we move into July, the calendar gets very full indeed, so if you weren’t able to join us on Friday, hopefully you 
will be able to join in with some of the other events coming up.  

 

This week saw the PSA Sponsored Scoot, which was really enjoyable for the children. The PSA are busy counting 
up the proceeds from this event, and are very grateful for all your support. Green Jays had a wonderful day out in 
the Forest on Tuesday—their behaviour was impeccable, as you would expect, and I know they enjoyed all their 
outdoor learning immensely. Mrs Rai and Mrs Warren both spent some time out of school on various training 
courses which will set us up well at the start of the new academic year.  

Next week sees our Year 6 children start to visit their new secondary schools as part of their transition. I’m sure 
they will enjoy their days and will be very well looked after by our secondary colleagues. Robins and Whinchats 
are off to Woburn on Tuesday, some of our older children will be back at Biddenham School on Wednesday for a 
STEM Fair (Science, Technology, English & Maths) and Year 5 are off to Box End on Friday. I know many of you are 
helping with these trips—thank you for offering your time and giving us your support! On Friday, we will be wel-
coming Carole Bennett into school—Carole is the CEO of the Diocese of St Albans Multi-Academy Trust, which we 
have recently joined; essentially, she is my new boss. She has visited St James’ before, but this time she comes to 
see us to formally welcome us into the Trust and celebrate our new, formal working relationship. We will also be 
sending home your children’s end of year reports on Friday, so make sure you check bookbags when children 
come out of school.  

 

With all good wishes for a happy and enjoyable week, 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
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Safeguarding 

 



Term Dates 

 

 

 

w/b 4th July  Various Transition Days for Year 6 pupils moving into secondary school 

5th July   Robins & Whinchats Trip to Woburn 

6th July   Kingfishers & Peacocks Stem Fair 

7th July   Harpur Trust Art exhibition 

8th July   Peacocks Trip to Box End 

 

13th July  Moving Up morning—children spend time in new classes 

   Parents Evening to discuss end of year reports queries, if necessary 4.00-7.00 

15th July  Music Concert 1.00pm—parents welcome (children who have had music lessons will per-
form on the piano, guitar, recorder and violin) 

 

18th July  Green Jays & Kingfishers concert at the Corn Exchange 

19th July  Proms in the Playground ‘Best of British’ - whole school from 5.30pm 

20th July  Leaver’s Service 2.00pm 

21st July  Last Day of term, own clothes, 1.30pm finish 

22nd July  Jubilee Holiday 

Additional Information: 

 

Proms in the Playground—classes, the choir, and the whole school are learning songs for a special Best of British 
concert. All children take part in this. This is held outside (so we pray for good weather) and you and your fami-
lies are the audience. Bring blankets, chairs etc so you’re comfortable. It lasts about an hour. Think music festi-
val, but on a much smaller scale! 

We’ve been reminded that in the past, we have allowed children to stay in school between 3.30 and the proms 
starting at 5.30. If it is easier for you, then children can stay at school. Please send them into school with a snack 
( and make sure they know it’s not their morning snack!), and with the outfits they need for the proms.  Children 
who normally go to after school club should carry on as usual with that. If you want to collect your child at 3.30, 
the gate will be open as usual; please return them to school at 5.00.  

Staffing Update 

Sadly, Mrs Corby continues to be unwell and has been signed off work for another month. This means 
she will not be returning to school before the end of this term. I know the children in Year 4 will be sad 
not to see her before they move up into Year 5, and I’m sure you will all join with us in wishing her well 
in her recovery.  



Sunflower Diaries competition for Biddenham Village Show  

(at St James VA School on Sunday 11th September 2022) 

 

 

After two years of covid restrictions Biddenham Village Show is back for September 11th 
2022!  This is a village show that has been running since around 1865, so there is a lot of 
history, and it needs everyone’s support to keep it going! 

 

There will be a series of competitions posted throughout the next half term for all age groups of children to en-
ter.  The first competition is for everyone! 

 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION! 

Competition rules; 

 

1. Plant your sunflower seed (ideally now!) 

2. Photograph the milestones of your sunflower growing 

3. Add a few words to your photographs to explain what is happening, where it is growing (your house, grand-
parents’ house, school etc…) and how high it is reaching. 

4. Height measurement is from the base of the stem at soil level to the top of the stem (where the stem meets 
the flower). The stem can be extended to measure the full height of the plant. 

Width measurement is the diameter of the seed head over the top of the flower (excluding the petals). 

 

If you would like to email your progress, please ask your parent/carer to email the address below and we will 
post your updates on the Biddenham show website http://www.biddenhamshow.org/. 

 

By 1st September, measure your sunflower height and seed head width by taking a photo with a tape measure 
by the side (a person may be in the photo holding the measure). 

 (photographs will appear on the website and at the Show, so by emailing you are giving us permission to 
use your photograph) 

 

Please don’t forget to include your school year (or state over 19 if an adult), your name and address in your entry. 

 

Post your diary (if you kept one) and final photographs to biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com by 1st September. 

 

8. Show judges will visit the top 3 entries in each category to verify their measurements, before the results are 

revealed on 11th September at the Show! 

http://www.biddenhamshow.org/
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