
Apologies for the late arrival of this newsletter—last week was exceptionally busy and on Friday I was caught up 
in interviews most of the day.  

Last week saw lots of activity throughout the school—children in Kingfishers started their week with a visit to 
Naughty Pizza in Bedford—they got to make their own pizzas, watch them cooking in the pizza oven and then the 
best bit, tasting their work. They had a wonderful time, and we’re so appreciative of Naughty Pizza’s generosity in 
terms of time and the costs involved (they provide everything free!). If you have a meal there, please pass on our 
thanks. 

Robins have been learning all about the rainforest this week, creating a fact file all about snakes and have also 
written some wonderful poems. Canaries have been using instruments to compose their own pieces of music to 
reflect thunder, rain, storms and sunshine.  

Girls from Year 5 and 6 attended a football tournament on Tuesday and then some of them took part in the Coun-
ty Cricket finals on Wednesday, representing Bedford. In both cases, the girls played with great sportswomanship 
and enthusiasm, representing St James’ with pride.  

This week sees Green Jays go out on their trip to Marston Vale tomorrow and some of our Year 6 pupils will start 
to have opportunities to spend time at their new schools ready for transition in September. The week ends with 
our Sports Day on Friday, followed by the return of our annual picnic. 

Unfortunately, we appear to be seeing an increase in Covid cases and it has hit some of our staff this week. Please 
continue to be vigilant, and if your child is showing any signs of Covid, especially a high temperature, please keep 
them at home.  

 

Wishing you all a happy week, and looking forwards to seeing everyone on Friday! 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
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          Annual Sports Day & Picnic 

Friday 1st July 2022 

 
@ Biddenham International School 

 

Leave school at 9am – if you can help 
walk the children down please let your 
child’s class teacher know. 
 

Then walk back to school to share a 
family picnic on the field. 
  

Pupil Governor Summer Fair 

 

We had such fun organising the fair, and we think it was a great success. We raised a total of 
£125.79 for Young Minds, thank you all for your support with this. The money raised will help sup-
port this brilliant charity who are focused on helping young people's mental health.  

 

The Pupil Governors 

To help your children stay safe in the summer, please remember to provide them with: 

 

• A water bottle (filled with water only) 

• A sun hat—named 

• A waterproof jacket (just in case of any showers) 

 

Please also remember to name your child’s belongings—we appear to have an awful lot of school jumpers in 
lost property, all of them are unnamed and we just don’t know who to return them to! If your child hasn’t 
brought theirs home, it’s probably in the uniform mountain. 



Safeguarding 

 
Please note that it is our advice that no child of primary school age uses group chats. 

 



Term Dates 

 

 

28th June  Green Jays Trip to Marston Vale Forest 

29th June  PSA Sponsored Scoot 

1st July   Sports Day & Family Picnic 

 

w/b 4th July  Various Transition Days for Year 6 pupils moving into secondary school 

5th July   Robins & Whinchats Trip to Woburn 

6th July   Kingfishers & Peacocks Stem Fair 

8th July   Peacocks Trip to Box End 

 

13th July  Moving Up morning—children spend time in new classes 

   Parents Evening to discuss end of year reports queries, if necessary 4.00-7.00 

15th July  Music Concert 1.00pm—parents welcome (children who have had music lessons will per-
form on the piano, guitar, recorder and violin) 

 

18th July  Green Jays & Kingfishers concert at the Corn Exchange 

19th July  Proms in the Playground ‘Best of British’ - whole school from 5.30pm 

20th July  Leaver’s Service 2.00pm 

21st July  Last Day of term, own clothes, 1.30pm finish 

22nd July  Jubilee Holiday 

Additional Information: 

 

Sports Day—we walk from school to Biddenham for our sports day. You can either walk with us or meet us all 
there (it’s really helpful if you can walk with us, though). We then walk back to school. Children return to classes 
for a short spell. We then all go out onto the field for a picnic, which you can join. Children and families can eat 
together. Bring picnics, blankets, chairs, etc we ask adults not to bring alcohol, though (we are a primary school, 
after all!).  

 

Proms in the Playground—classes, the choir, and the whole school are learning songs for a special Best of British 
concert. All children take part in this. This is held outside (so we pray for good weather) and you and your fami-
lies are the audience. Bring blankets, chairs etc so you’re comfortable. It lasts about an hour. Think music festi-
val, but on a much smaller scale! 

Coming home today is a special Platinum Jubilee book all 
about Queen Elizabeth. These have been provided for every 
child by the Government to celebrate this special occasion. 



 

Calling all Facebook Users…. 

 

We are holding our annual ‘Win an End of Year Picnic’ as part of the Baker Brothers 
Community Fund and we want as many schools as possible to be in with a chance to 
win! The end-of-year picnic is for up to 100 pupils! Last year’s winners were Carlton 
CofE Primary School in Bedford. The more comments a school receives, the higher the 
chance of winning so there’s every reason to get your school community involved 
(please be aware only ONE nomination per person will be counted)  

The competition closes on 30th June and one winning school will be randomly select-
ed on 1st July.  

If you would like to learn more about our new Community Fund, visit our website - 
https://www.bakerbrothersdiamonds.com/community-fund/  

Terms & Conditions Apply 

 
How to Enter: 

It’s simple – comment and/or tag your school on our Facebook Post 
https://www.facebook.com/bakerbrothersdiamonds/photos/a.419046607981/10159254598727982/ for a chance to win this 
amazing prize! 

The Winner: 

Will be chosen at random on Friday 1st July – tune into our Facebook page to see the LIVE draw at 12 noon. 

 
Rules: 

- The School must be based in Bedfordshire 

- Please only 1 entry per person 

- The prize will be for a maximum of 100 pupils and must be taken before the 20th July 2022/end of summer term 2022. 
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Sunflower Diaries competition for Biddenham Village Show  

(at St James VA School on Sunday 11th September 2022) 

 

 

After two years of covid restrictions Biddenham Village Show is back for September 11th 
2022!  This is a village show that has been running since around 1865, so there is a lot of 
history, and it needs everyone’s support to keep it going! 

 

There will be a series of competitions posted throughout the next half term for all age groups of children to en-
ter.  The first competition is for everyone! 

 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION! 

Competition rules; 

 

1. Plant your sunflower seed (ideally now!) 

2. Photograph the milestones of your sunflower growing 

3. Add a few words to your photographs to explain what is happening, where it is growing (your house, grand-
parents’ house, school etc…) and how high it is reaching. 

4. Height measurement is from the base of the stem at soil level to the top of the stem (where the stem meets 
the flower). The stem can be extended to measure the full height of the plant. 

Width measurement is the diameter of the seed head over the top of the flower (excluding the petals). 

 

If you would like to email your progress, please ask 
your parent/carer to email the address below and we 
will post your updates on the Biddenham show web-
site http://www.biddenhamshow.org/. 

 

By 1st September, measure your sunflower height 
and seed head width by taking a photo with a tape 
measure by the side (a person may be in the photo 
holding the measure). 

 (photographs will appear on the website and 
at the Show, so by emailing you are giving us 
permission to use your photograph) 

 

Please don’t forget to include your school year (or 
state over 19 if an adult), your name and address in 
your entry. 

 

Post your diary (if you kept one) and final photo-
graphs to biddenhamsunflowers@gmail.com by 1st 
September. 
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