
What a weird week—last week we were all in our summer clothes and then this week we’re back to winter 
clothes—I saw a lovely Tweet from the BBC weatherman Tomasz Schafernaker who described a Polish saying de-
scribing March as a saucepan: cold to hot and full of everything. How true! 

In our last week of term, children have continued to be busy. Canaries have put all their learnt skills in chopping 
and cutting to great use, creating pasta salads (which looked yummy!). Robins have also been working with food, 
making their own chocolate crispie nests for Easter. At the start of the week, Robins, Whinchats and Canaries all 
headed out of school to go on a local walk and learning all about their local area, spotting signs of spring and vis-
iting the church. Thank you so much to all of you who came along and helped us to keep the children safe on their 
journeys. Green Jays and Sabrewings have completed their units on non-fiction writing, creating reports based on 
chosen countries studied (Y3) and the circulatory system studied in science (Y6). All children enjoyed the Bunny 
hop, skip and jump fundraiser for the PSA on Tuesday—thank you for sending in all your bunny totals.  

Yesterday, we were so pleased to see some of you back in school sharing our end of term Easter service—it’s 
been a long time! The children spoke knowledgeably about the events of Holy Week, sang beautifully, and offered 
thoughtful hopes, wishes and prayers for us all to reflect on. Many thanks to Mrs Hawkins and Green Jays for 
leading and organising us, and thank you to all of you who happily followed the continuing Government advice to 
wear face coverings in crowded places, we really appreciated your support with this.  

 

We return to school on Tuesday, 19th April—however you spend your Easter break, we offer you all much love 
and peace, along with our continued thanks for all your support and friendship. 

 

Maria & all the team at St James’ 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
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Be COVID Aware  

Do not come onto school site if you have any 
Coronavirus symptoms, & get tested.  The symp-
toms are: 

• High temperature 

• New, continuous cough 

• Loss of or change to sense of smell or 
taste 
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School closes for the Easter break today. 

Children return to school on Tuesday, 19th 
April 

Academy Update from the Chair of Governors 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I am aware that, although it is the last day of term, we were due to join the Diocese of St Albans Multi 
Academy Trust (DSAMAT) on 1st April. Unfortunately, the transfer has been delayed because some of 
the complex legal procedures, mainly to do with land ownership, have not been completed. This is a 
matter outside the control of the school and is being dealt with by lawyers representing the Diocese, 
DSAMAT and the Local Authority. Such occurrences are not unusual, especially if such matters have 
not been looked into for many years. It is hoped that the conversion will now take place on 1st June, 
but this can only happen when all the legal processes have been resolved and the Secretary of State 
for Education is content.  

 

The governing body was due to meet during these last few weeks to consider the outcome of the con-
sultation process, for which thanks to those who attended the meeting and/or made written respons-
es. That meeting has been postponed until after the Easter break when we will hopefully have a clear-
er idea about the timescale. Once the report has been considered, and a final decision taken by the 
governors, it will appear on the school’s website.  Can I assure you that all this work that is going on in 
the background does not impact on the day-to-day education that your child is receiving, and nor does 
the delay. As I hope we have reassured you, nothing about the school will change in that respect. 

 

I am also conscious that there have been a number of Covid cases in the school since restrictions were 
lifted.  This has happened throughout the national education sector, as was probably to be expected. 
It is a shame that the government has decided not to continue with free tests for a longer period since 
this will certainly have an impact on settings like schools. Having said that, can I thank you for your 
continuing support throughout this term and also publicly thank Maria and her staff for the outstand-
ing way in which they continue to support and encourage the learning of your children, and for keep-
ing them safe at all times. 

 

I hope you all have a restful and happy Easter. 

Best wishes 

David Fraser 

Chair of Governors 

Birthdays 

To celebrate their birthday, your child is able to wear their own clothes to school for the day; if their 
birthday happens during a school holiday or weekend, they can wear their own clothes on the nearest 
school day. Please do not send sweets, cakes or other treats into school to share in class—there are 
many reasons why we are unable to give these out on your behalf, including dietary require-
ments/allergies.  



 

Next half term, Premier Education will be hosting extra-curricular clubs at our 
school for Year 1 to Year 4. These sessions give your child the chance to become 
more active, learn new skills, gain confidence and have lots of fun whilst in the 
comfort of their own school.  
 

Your child will have in their bag the clubs that are available. To make a booking 
just click on the link in the flyer which will take you directly to the booking page on Premier’s 
website.  If you have any queries when making your booking, please contact their local office 
directly on 01908 597940 or email mkoffice@premier-education.com 
 
Gaynor Hawkins 

Spotted on one of our 
walks...yes, that’s a 
snake! We also saw a 
toad carrying its baby! 
You wouldn’t see that 
driving around in your 
car! 

Updated Covid Guidance  

 

Updated Guidance (from 1st April) will advise: 

• adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high tem-
perature or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they no long-
er have a high temperature 

• children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should 
stay at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, 
college or childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are 
well enough to attend 

• adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For 
children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days 

 

mailto:mkoffice@premier-education.com


Summer Time! 

 

As the weather changes, please note the following: 

 

• ‘summer’ uniform may be worn as and when you deem appropriate—summer dresses, smart shorts (not 
PE shorts) 

• Summer shoes—please ensure these are not open toed, for safety reasons 

• Sun hats should be brought into school on very hot/sunny days—please put your child’s name in these! 

• School jumpers should be brought into school throughout (even if they’re not worn, ‘just in case’) 

• Light rain jackets , where possible and appropriate 

• Sun tan lotion—please apply this before school (use the long lasting variety) - staff will not apply cream to 
individual children, unless part of an agreed medical care plan (we just can’t apply cream to 190 children 
every day!) 

• Holidays—please be aware that regulations do not allow Head Teachers to authorise any absence for the 
purpose of a family holiday. Depending on a number of factors, you may receive a Fixed Penalty Notice if 
you take an unauthorised leave of absence; these fines are applied to each parent and for each. So, ex-
ample, for two children, both parents will be fined, whether the child lives with them or not., which 
would lead to 4x £60 fines! 

Pupil Governor Report by Wenxi and Mohammad (Chair and Vice Chair of the Pupil 
Governors) 

 

 

We have had another busy term! We've been meeting every single week, to discuss 
ideas from children and adults for how to improve things and make St James’ a better place. Our big-
gest achievement so far was when we raised over £160 for our chosen charity, 'Make a Wish' founda-
tion, by holding a bake sale on the playground after school. Thank you everyone for supporting us with 
this.  

We have been looking closely at our action plan (which was made following suggestions from all the 
children in the school) and working towards making things on it happen. Some of the actions/goals 
from these discussions are: 

1. We have looked into the wet play resources in our classrooms and tried to find out if we need to 
replace any. When doing this, we decided that all children must take care of the equipment we al-
ready have, and so will be encouraging them to be more careful. 

2. We have ordered more litter pickers to be used on the playground and around the school. 

3. We are beginning to plan a 'History Day', which will hopefully happen soon. 

4. Planning a summer fayre, to be held in school by the Pupil Governors, for the children.  

 

 

That's it for the end of term update, keep checking the newsletter for more updates in the Summer 
term.  



          Lent 2022 
 

Be Forgiving... 

 

Free Online Safety Guide | Facebook | National 
Online Safety  - What parents need to know about 
Facebook 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/facebook-2022?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=208450409&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9XGZGnYvJ2AN8a4ObAn_whO78YidUqPZ0ALrBFu11GXFeSinAoOOe9pLm9nGyTD9gpKrUTa9Dth3HTQA6iiYZADyEujsulIPYfMPGkrsV1IBgeji8&utm_content=20
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Riverside Tennis – Easter Holiday Camps 

Riverside Tennis Club in Bedford will be running their Holiday Camps during the Easter Holidays and May Half Term for 
children aged 4 to 18 years.  

Our highly experienced LTA Accredited, First Aid & Safeguarding trained and DBS checked tennis coaches will be run-
ning the coaching sessions and there are currently places available for the Easter Holidays  

For Easter week 1, we will be running Mini Tennis groups for children aged 4 to 10 years, from 9am to 12pm every day 
with early drop off and late pick up available. 

For Easter week 2, we will be running our Mini Reds (4 to 8 years) for mornings only and for our older players age 8 to 
18 years, we offer mornings or full days until 3pm. 

All children will have access to our Clubhouse during breaks and parents will be able to pre-order lunch if required 
from our onsite Café.  

Parents are welcome to enjoy refreshments and use the free Wi-Fi in our Café while their children participate in the 
camps but there is no requirement for parents to stay onsite.  

Please click here to see the full Riverside Tennis Holiday Camp Programme. Any queries, please contact, Martha Ha-
bershon, Coaching Director, at coaching@riversidetennisbedford.co.uk.  

Please do follow us on Facebook | Instagram for regular Riverside updates and news. 

Pub Car Park 

From Monday 9th May the pub 

car park will be closed as it is 

being resurfaced.  The work will 

take approximately 6 – 8 weeks.  

Please park elsewhere being 

considerate to our neighbours. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/riversidetennis/
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/RiversideTennisCoaching/Coaching/Camps?id=b13c3c1b-2f62-490c-a097-333a63087802
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