
Another busy week began with our termly Art Day, with a focus on collage skills. Children across the school devel-
oped their skills of cutting, tearing, layering, working with different materials and media, and created art work 
which reflect why it is ‘Good to Be Me’. There is a central display currently being developed in the Hall and once 
complete, we will share this on Twitter so that you can see the progress from Robins all the way to Year 6. In the 
meantime, there are a few photos of the day below.  
Mr Munday attended a special Coding training session this week—we have been lucky enough to receive some 
Lego robotic kits, along with the training, completely free of charge. In the near future, he will be able to teach 
the children in his class and in Year 6 specific coding skills linked to these kits—a great opportunity for the chil-
dren to develop their technological and computing skills.  
Sunday sees the start of Advent, a time of preparation and reflection, as we get ready for Christmas. During Ad-
vent, we will use a Jesse Tree as part of our preparations, and  remember the people and events who paved the 
way for the birth of Jesus. On Friday, we will spend the morning decorating the school for Christmas; usually, we 
invite our families to join in with this, but because we need to continue to be careful we won’t be able to do this, 
I’m afraid. The children and staff will miss you all, but we’ll make sure we still have a good time! Because of the 
continuing COVID situation, we are in the process of re-planning our Christmas Show and Service—we will con-
firm details for you next week. The Santa Challenge also starts next week; please see the letter later on in this 
newsletter. With 3 weeks until the end of term, Christmas is officially go! Please continue to take sensible and 
cautious steps with regards to COVID, however. Currently, we have sporadic cases in school, with no outbreaks, 
and this is all down to your support and wise decisions—if this continues, we will all be able to enjoy this Christ-
mas with our families and loved ones.  
 
With all good wishes for a restful and peaceful weekend, 
 
Maria & all the team at St James’ 

office@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
head@stjamesvaschool.co.uk 
 

Newsletter 
26th November, 2021 

Be COVID Aware  

Do not come onto school site if you have any 
Coronavirus symptoms, & get tested. Maintain 
social distancing at all times. The symptoms are: 

• High temperature 

• New, continuous cough 

• Loss of or change to sense of smell or 
taste 
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Safeguarding 



Upcoming Dates 

 

 

Mon 29th Nov  Santa Challenge begins  

Thurs 2nd Dec  Y5/6 Sports Hall Athletics 

Fri 3rd Dec  Christmas decoration morning—sadly this will not include parents this year 

   2.00 Y1 Class Assembly—via Zoom 

Tues 7th Dec  Vision Screening Robins Class (School Nursing Team) 

   2.30 Y2 rescheduled assembly & concert 

Fri 10th Dec  Christmas Jumper Day 

   Flu immunisations 

Mon 13th Dec  Santa Dash 

Tues 14th Dec  Christmas Lunch 

Weds 15th Dec  PSA Christmas Bazaar 

Fri 17th Dec  End of term 1.30pm 

 

All dates and activities are subject to change due to the emerging COVID situation—we will always tell you as 
soon as we know/have made decisions. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day will take place on Friday 10th December. 
It is a fundraising event held each year. Children (and adults!) 

may wear a Christmas jumper and donate to Save the Children.   

As much as possible, we’d love to see home-made, reused or recycled jumpers rather than buying new ones. 

 

We cannot wait to see your chosen jumpers on 10th December!  

 

 



COVID 

 

Please remember that if your child shows any COVID symptoms you must keep them at home and ar-
range for them to take a PCR test. Please also be aware of the minor symptoms. If you are in any 
doubt, please keep your child away from school. If your child displays any of the listed COVID symp-
toms, we will isolate them from others and contact you to arrange collection.  

 

We will provide remote learning activities for children who are at home due to COVID and are well 
enough to learn. There will also be times when, due to teacher illness and absence, we will not be able 
to monitor or provide remote learning or run Teams sessions. Please be aware that teachers do not 
have the capacity to provide remote learning for any other circumstances, including leaves of absence. 

 

Thank you so much for all of you who exercise caution and for keeping your children at home if they 
are showing any symptoms of COVID, your actions are really helping to keep down transition of the 
virus . 

Symptom Coronavirus 

Symptoms can range from 
mild to severe 

Cold 

Gradual onset of symptoms 

Flu 

Abrupt onset of symptoms 

Fever COMMON RARE COMMON 

Fatigue SOMETIMES SOMETIMES COMMON 

Cough COMMON MILD COMMON 

Loss of taste/smell COMMON SOMETIMES SOMETIMES 

Sneezing NO COMMON NO 

Aches & pains SOMETIMES COMMON COMMON 

Runny or stuff nose RARE COMMON SOMETIMES 

Sore throat SOMETIMES COMMON SOMETIMES 

Diarrhoea RARE NO SOMETIMES FOR CHILDREN 

Headache SOMETIMES RARE COMMON 

Shortness of breath SOMETIMES NO NO 

Staffing Update 

This week, we have welcomed Miss Madison Bamber to the staff team. She will be 
working with us as an Associate Teacher  and will cover teachers when they are out of 
the classroom for their planning and preparation time. Madison has experience of work-
ing in this role and will bring a great deal of support to the school. In the next few 
weeks, she will be working alongside teachers and classes as part of her induction.  I 
know you will help her feel welcome and settle into our school family.  

 

I am in contact with Mrs Rai to arrange a day when she can be released from her current 
school to come and spend time with Robins before she starts her new role with us in 
January.  





Pupil Governor Update 

 

On Wednesday, 6 Pupil Governors took part in a training session run by Bedford Bor-
ough for Pupil Voice Week. The children thought carefully about equality and diversi-
ty, and came up with the following definition: 

 

Equality: everybody has the same right, is treated equally and all the same.   

Diversity: how we are all different in many ways.  

 

The Pupil Governors shared lots of different ideas about these important words, and discussed how we 
can make sure that every child has a voice and is listened to in our school.  

 
 

Our Pupil Governor reviews of the training: 

 

'The adults were asking us how to solve different problems as the Pupil Governors. I thought it was 
really good and will help me in my role as a pupil governor'.  

 

'The advice and information that they gave us was really helpful, and really got us thinking'.  

 

'We've definitely stepped up our roles of Pupil Governors following this, and we made sure we shared 
our training with the other Pupil Governors. We now have more experience of what to do, and how to 
do it well when solving problems'. 

 

'Some tips we learned were; don't talk over other people, and listen to what all children are saying, 
no matter age, what they look like, or who they are'.   

Year 2 Class Assembly 

 

Year 2 will be having a concert on Tuesday 7th December at 2.30pm to share the songs 
they have been learning with Mrs Hynes. As the class assembly was cancelled, the chil-
dren will also share what they have been learning in class.  It will be via zoom and the 
link will be sent as a Marvellous Me message. 



To book a visit to the farm, please visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/merri  

This weekend only. 

 

www.mapac.com/edu
cation/parents 
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